
The Good War by Todd Strasser 

 

There's a new afterschool club at Ironville Middle School. 

 

Ms. Peterson is starting a video game club where the students will playing The Good War, a new game based 

on World War II. 

 

They are divided into two teams: Axis and Allies, and they will be simulating a war they know nothing about 

yet. Only one team will win. But what starts out as friendly competition, takes an unexpected turn for the 

worst when one player takes the game too far. 

 

Can an afterschool club change the way the students see each other...and how they see the world? 

 

The Way Back by Gabriel Savit 

 

For the Jews of Eastern Europe, demons are everywhere: dancing on the rooftops in the darkness of 

midnight, congregating in the trees, harrowing the dead, even reaching out to try and steal away the living. 

 

But the demons have a land of their own: a Far Country peopled with the souls of the transient dead, 

governed by demonic dukes, barons, and earls. When the Angel of Death comes strolling through the little 

shtetl of Tupik one night, two young people will be sent spinning off on a journey through the Far Country. 

There they will make pacts with ancient demons, declare war on Death himself, and maybe-- just maybe--find 

a way to make it back alive. 

 

 

I Am Alphonzo Jones by Tony Medina 

 

Alfonso Jones can't wait to play the role of Hamlet in his school's hip-hop rendition of the classic 

Shakespearean play. He also wants to let his best friend, Danetta, know how he really feels about her. But as 

he is buying his first suit, an off-duty police officer mistakes a clothes hanger for a gun, and he shoots 

Alfonso. 

When Alfonso wakes up in the afterlife, he's on a ghost train guided by well-known victims of police 

shootings, who teach him what he needs to know about this subterranean spiritual world. Meanwhile, 

Alfonso's family and friends struggle with their grief and seek justice for Alfonso in the streets. As they 

confront their new realities, both Alfonso and those he loves realize the work that lies ahead in the fight for 

justice. 

 

 



The Selection by Keira Cass 

 

For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to escape a rigid caste system, 

live in a palace, and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon. But for America Singer, being Selected 

is a nightmare. It means turning her back on her secret love with Aspen, who is a caste below her, and 

competing for a crown she doesn’t want. 

Then America meets Prince Maxon—and realizes that the life she’s always dreamed of may not compare to a 

future she never imagined. 

 

All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boy’s Soccer Team by Christina Soontornvat 

 

On June 23, 2018, twelve young players of the Wild Boars soccer team and their coach enter a cave in 

northern Thailand seeking an afternoon’s adventure. But when they turn to leave, rising floodwaters block 

their path out. The boys are trapped! Before long, news of the missing team spreads, launching a seventeen-

day rescue operation involving thousands of rescuers from around the globe. As the world sits vigil, people 

begin to wonder: how long can a group of ordinary kids survive in complete darkness, with no food or clean 

water? Luckily, the Wild Boars are a very extraordinary "ordinary" group. Combining firsthand interviews of 

rescue workers with in-depth science and details of the region's culture and religion, author Christina 

Soontornvat—who was visiting family in Northern Thailand when the Wild Boars went missing—masterfully 

shows how both the complex engineering operation above ground and the mental struggles of the thirteen 

young people below proved critical in the life-or-death mission. Meticulously researched and generously 

illustrated with photographs, this page-turner includes an author’s note describing her experience meeting 

the team, detailed source notes, and a bibliography to fully immerse readers in the most ambitious cave 

rescue in history. 

 

Closer to Nowhere by Ellen Hopkins 

 

For the most part, Hannah's life is just how she wants it. She has two supportive parents, she's popular at 

school, and she's been killing it at gymnastics. But when her cousin Cal moves in with her family, everything 

changes. Cal tells half-truths and tall tales, pranks Hannah constantly, and seems to be the reason her parents 

are fighting more and more. Nothing is how it used to be. She knows that Cal went through a lot after his 

mom died and she is trying to be patient, but most days Hannah just wishes Cal never moved in. 

 

For his part, Cal is trying his hardest to fit in, but not everyone is as appreciative of his unique sense of humor 

and storytelling gifts as he is. Humor and stories might be his defense mechanism, but if Cal doesn't let his 

walls down soon, he might push away the very people who are trying their best to love him. 

 

Told in verse from the alternating perspectives of Hannah and Cal, this is a story of two cousins who are more 

alike than they realize and the family they both want to save. 



 

Shadow and Bone by Leigh Bardugo 

 

Soldier. Summoner. Saint. Orphaned and expendable, Alina Starkov is a soldier who knows she may not 

survive her first trek across the Shadow Fold—a swath of unnatural darkness crawling with monsters. But 

when her regiment is attacked, Alina unleashes dormant magic not even she knew she possessed. 

 

Now Alina will enter a lavish world of royalty and intrigue as she trains with the Grisha, her country’s magical 

military elite—and falls under the spell of their notorious leader, the Darkling. He believes Alina can summon 

a force capable of destroying the Shadow Fold and reuniting their war-ravaged country, but only if she can 

master her untamed gift. 

 

As the threat to the kingdom mounts and Alina unlocks the secrets of her past, she will make a dangerous 

discovery that could threaten all she loves and the very future of a nation. 

 

Welcome to Ravka . . . a world of science and superstition where nothing is what it seems. 

 

 

How We Got to the Moon by John Rocco 

 

Everyone knows of Neil Armstrong's famous first steps on the moon. But what did it really take to get us 

there? 

 

The Moon landing is one of the most ambitious, thrilling, and dangerous ventures in human history. This 

exquisitely researched and illustrated book tells the stories of the 400,000 unsung heroes--the engineers, 

mathematicians, seamstresses, welders, and factory workers--and their innovations and life-changing 

technological leaps forward that allowed NASA to achieve this unparalleled accomplishment. 

 

From the shocking launch of the Russian satellite Sputnik to the triumphant splashdown of Apollo 11, 

Caldecott Honor winner John Rocco answers every possible question about this world-altering mission. Each 

challenging step in the space race is revealed, examined, and displayed through stunning diagrams, 

experiments, moments of crisis, and unforgettable human stories. 


