
Jackaby by William Ritter 

Newly arrived in New Fiddleham, New England, 1892, and in need of a job, Abigail Rook meets R. F. Jackaby, 

an investigator of the unexplained with a keen eye for the extraordinary--including the ability to see 

supernatural beings. Abigail has a gift for noticing ordinary but important details, which makes her perfect for 

the position of Jackaby’s assistant. On her first day, Abigail finds herself in the midst of a thrilling case: A 

serial killer is on the loose. The police are convinced it’s an ordinary villain, but Jackaby is certain the foul 

deeds are the work of the kind of creature whose very existence the local authorities--with the exception of a 

handsome young detective named Charlie Cane--seem adamant to deny. 

Dry by Neal and Jarrod Schusterman 

The drought—or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it—has been going on for a while now. Everyone’s lives have 

become an endless list of don’ts: don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up your pool, don’t take long showers. 

 

Until the taps run dry. 

 

Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet suburban street spirals into a warzone of desperation; neighbors and families turned 

against each other on the hunt for water. And when her parents don’t return and her life—and the life of her 

brother—is threatened, Alyssa has to make impossible choices if she’s going to survive. 

Three Dark Crowns by Kendare Blake 

In every generation on the island of Fennbirn, a set of triplets is born: three queens, all equal heirs to the 

crown and each possessor of a coveted magic. Mirabella is a fierce elemental, able to spark hungry flames or 

vicious storms at the snap of her fingers. Katharine is a poisoner, one who can ingest the deadliest poisons 

without so much as a stomachache. Arsinoe, a naturalist, is said to have the ability to bloom the reddest rose 

and control the fiercest of lions. 

But becoming the Queen Crowned isn’t solely a matter of royal birth. Each sister has to fight for it. And it’s 

not just a game of win or lose…it’s life or death. The night the sisters turn sixteen, the battle begins. The last 

queen standing gets the crown. 

 

Mary’s Monster by Lita Judge 

Pairing free verse with over three hundred pages of black-and-white watercolor illustrations, Mary’s Monster 

is a unique and stunning biography of Mary Shelley, the pregnant teenage runaway who became one of the 

greatest authors of all time. 

Legend is correct that Mary Shelley began penning Frankenstein in answer to a dare to write a ghost story. 

What most people don't know, however, is that the seeds of her novel had been planted long before that 

night. By age nineteen, she had been disowned by her family, was living in scandal with a married man, and 

had lost her baby daughter just days after her birth. Mary poured her grief, pain, and passion into the 

powerful book still revered two hundred years later, and in Mary's Monster, author/illustrator Lita Judge has 

poured her own passion into a gorgeous book that pays tribute to the life of this incredible author. 

 

I am Alfonso Jones by Tony Medina 



Alfonso Jones can't wait to play the role of Hamlet in his school's hip-hop rendition of the classic 

Shakespearean play. He also wants to let his best friend, Danetta, know how he really feels about her. But as 

he is buying his first suit, an off-duty police officer mistakes a clothes hanger for a gun, and he shoots 

Alfonso. 

When Alfonso wakes up in the afterlife, he's on a ghost train guided by well-known victims of police 

shootings, who teach him what he needs to know about this subterranean spiritual world. Meanwhile, 

Alfonso's family and friends struggle with their grief and seek justice for Alfonso in the streets. As they 

confront their new realities, both Alfonso and those he loves realize the work that lies ahead in the fight for 

justice. 

 

The Lake by Natasha Preston 

Esme and Kayla once were campers at Camp Pine Lake. They're excited to be back this year as CITs 

(counselors in training). Esme loves the little girls in her cabin and thinks it's funny how scared they are of 

everything--spiders, the surly head counselor, the dark, boys . . . even swimming in the lake! It reminds her a 

little of how she and Kayla used to be, once. Before . . . it happened. 

 

Because Esme and Kayla did something bad when they were campers. Afterwards, the girls agreed to keep it 

secret. They've moved on--or so they say--and this summer is going to be great. Two months of sun, s'mores, 

and flirting with the cute boy counselors. But then they get a note. THE LAKE NEVER FORGETS. And the secret 

they've kept buried for so many years is about to resurface. 

 

This Light Between Us by Andrew Fukuda 

In 1935, ten-year-old Alex Maki from Bainbridge Island, Washington is disgusted when he’s forced to become 

pen pals with Charlie Lévy of Paris, France―a girl. He thought she was a boy. In spite of Alex’s reluctance, 

their letters continue to fly across the Atlantic―and along with them, the shared hopes and dreams of 

friendship. Until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the growing Nazi persecution of Jews force them to 

confront the darkest aspects of human nature. 

 

From the desolation of an internment camp on the plains of Manzanar to the horrors of Auschwitz and the 

devastation of European battlefields, the only thing they can hold onto are the memories of their letters. But 

nothing can dispel the light between them. 

 

Be More Chill by Ned Vizzini and David Levithan 

Jeremy Heere is your average high school dork. Day after day, he stares at beautiful Christine, the girl he can 

never have, and dryly notes the small humiliations that come his way. Until the day he learns about the 

"squip." 

A pill-sized supercomputer that you swallow, the squip is guaranteed to bring you whatever you most desire 

in life. By instructing him on everything from what to wear, to how to talk and walk, the squip transforms 

Jeremy from geek to the coolest guy in class. Soon he is friends with his former tormentors and has the 

attention of the hottest girls in school. 



But Jeremy discovers that there is a dark side to handing over control of your life--and it can have disastrous 

consequences. 

 

 


