
 

Closer to Nowhere by Ellen Hopkins 

For the most part, Hannah's life is just how she wants it. She has two supportive parents, she's popular at 

school, and she's been killing it at gymnastics. But when her cousin Cal moves in with her family, everything 

changes. Cal tells half-truths and tall tales, pranks Hannah constantly, and seems to be the reason her parents 

are fighting more and more. Nothing is how it used to be. She knows that Cal went through a lot after his 

mom died and she is trying to be patient, but most days Hannah just wishes Cal never moved in. 

 

For his part, Cal is trying his hardest to fit in, but not everyone is as appreciative of his unique sense of humor 

and storytelling gifts as he is. Humor and stories might be his defense mechanism, but if Cal doesn't let his 

walls down soon, he might push away the very people who are trying their best to love him. 
 

Steelheart by Brandon Sanderson 

How far would you go for revenge if someone killed your father? 
   If someone destroyed your city? 

   If everything you ever loved was taken from you? 
   David Charleston will go to any lengths to stop Steelheart. But to exact revenge in Steelheart’s world, David 

will need the Reckoners—a shadowy group of rebels bent on maintaining justice. 

   And it turns out that the Reckoners might just need David too. 
   

All Thirteen by Christina Soontornvat 

On June 23, 2018, twelve young players of the Wild Boars soccer team and their coach enter a cave in 

northern Thailand seeking an afternoon’s adventure. But when they turn to leave, rising floodwaters block 

their path out. The boys are trapped! Before long, news of the missing team spreads, launching a seventeen-

day rescue operation involving thousands of rescuers from around the globe. As the world sits vigil, people 

begin to wonder: how long can a group of ordinary kids survive in complete darkness, with no food or clean 

water? Luckily, the Wild Boars are a very extraordinary "ordinary" group. Combining firsthand interviews of 

rescue workers with in-depth science and details of the region's culture and religion, author Christina 

Soontornvat—who was visiting family in Northern Thailand when the Wild Boars went missing—masterfully 

shows how both the complex engineering operation above ground and the mental struggles of the thirteen 

young people below proved critical in the life-or-death mission. Meticulously researched and generously 

illustrated with photographs, this page-turner includes an author’s note describing her experience meeting 

the team, detailed source notes, and a bibliography to fully immerse readers in the most ambitious cave 

rescue in history. 

Mondays Not Coming by Tiffany D. Jackson 

Monday Charles is missing, and only Claudia seems to notice. Claudia and Monday have always been 

inseparable—more sisters than friends. So when Monday doesn’t turn up for the first day of school, Claudia’s 

worried. 

When she doesn’t show for the second day, or second week, Claudia knows that something is wrong. 

Monday wouldn’t just leave her to endure tests and bullies alone. Not after last year’s rumors and not with 



her grades on the line. Now Claudia needs her best—and only—friend more than ever. But Monday’s mother 

refuses to give Claudia a straight answer, and Monday’s sister April is even less help. 

As Claudia digs deeper into her friend’s disappearance, she discovers that no one seems to remember the 

last time they saw Monday. How can a teenage girl just vanish without anyone noticing that she’s gone? 

 

Mary’s Monster by Lita Judge 

Pairing free verse with over three hundred pages of black-and-white watercolor illustrations, Mary’s Monster 

is a unique and stunning biography of Mary Shelley, the pregnant teenage runaway who became one of the 

greatest authors of all time. 

Legend is correct that Mary Shelley began penning Frankenstein in answer to a dare to write a ghost story. 

What most people don't know, however, is that the seeds of her novel had been planted long before that 

night. By age nineteen, she had been disowned by her family, was living in scandal with a married man, and 

had lost her baby daughter just days after her birth. Mary poured her grief, pain, and passion into the 

powerful book still revered two hundred years later, and in Mary's Monster, 

 

Be More Chill by Ned Vizzini and David Levithan 

Jeremy Heere is your average high school dork. Day after day, he stares at beautiful Christine, the girl he can 

never have, and dryly notes the small humiliations that come his way. Until the day he learns about the 

"squip." 

A pill-sized supercomputer that you swallow, the squip is guaranteed to bring you whatever you most desire 

in life. By instructing him on everything from what to wear, to how to talk and walk, the squip transforms 

Jeremy from geek to the coolest guy in class. Soon he is friends with his former tormentors and has the 

attention of the hottest girls in school. 

But Jeremy discovers that there is a dark side to handing over control of your life--and it can have disastrous 

consequences. 

 

Alone by Megan E. Freeman 

When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret sleepover with her two best friends, she ends 

up waking up to a nightmare. She’s alone—left behind in a town that has been mysteriously evacuated and 

abandoned. 

 

With no one to rely on, no power, and no working phone lines or internet access, Maddie slowly learns to 

survive on her own. Her only companions are a Rottweiler named George and all the books she can read. 

After a rough start, Maddie learns to trust her own ingenuity and invents clever ways to survive in a place 

that has been deserted and forgotten. 

 

As months pass, she escapes natural disasters, looters, and wild animals. But Maddie’s most formidable 

enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces every day. Can Maddie’s stubborn will to survive carry her through 

the most frightening experience of her life? 



 

This Light Between US by Andrew Fukuda 

In 1935, ten-year-old Alex Maki from Bainbridge Island, Washington is disgusted when he’s forced to become 

pen pals with Charlie Lévy of Paris, France―a girl. He thought she was a boy. In spite of Alex’s reluctance, 

their letters continue to fly across the Atlantic―and along with them, the shared hopes and dreams of 

friendship. Until the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the growing Nazi persecution of Jews force them to 

confront the darkest aspects of human nature. 

 

From the desolation of an internment camp on the plains of Manzanar to the horrors of Auschwitz and the 

devastation of European battlefields, the only thing they can hold onto are the memories of their letters. But 

nothing can dispel the light between them. 


