
Realistic Fiction: 

Dry by Neal Schusterman 

When the California drought escalates to catastrophic proportions, one teen is forced to make life and death 

decisions for her family in this harrowing story of survival from New York Times bestselling author Neal 

Shusterman and Jarrod Shusterman. 
The drought--or the Tap-Out, as everyone calls it--has been going on for a while now. Everyone's lives have 

become an endless list of don'ts: don't water the lawn, don't fill up your pool, don't take long showers. 
Until the taps run dry. 
Suddenly, Alyssa's quiet suburban street spirals into a warzone of desperation; neighbors and families turned 

against each other on the hunt for water. And when her parents don't return and her life--and the life of her 

brother--is threatened, Alyssa has to make impossible choices if she's going to survive. 

Devils Within by SF Henson 

Raised in a white supremacist compound where he was honored for his acts of violence before killing his own 

father, 14-year-old Nate is placed in the custody of his uncle and starts over with a new identity before forging 

an unexpected bond with a kind boy he was taught to hate. A first novel. 

Historical Fiction: 

Alex and Eliza by Melissa De La Cruz 

1777. Albany, New York. 
 
As battle cries of the American Revolution echo in the distance, servants flutter about preparing for one of New 

York society's biggest events: the Schuylers' grand ball. Descended from two of the oldest and most 

distinguished bloodlines in New York, the Schuylers are proud to be one of their fledgling country's founding 

families, and even prouder still of their three daughters--Angelica, with her razor-sharp wit; Peggy, with her 

dazzling looks; and Eliza, whose beauty and charm rival those of both her sisters, though she'd rather be aiding 

the colonists' cause than dressing up for some silly ball. 
 
Still, Eliza can barely contain her excitement when she hears of the arrival of one Alexander Hamilton, a 

mysterious, rakish young colonel and General George Washington's right-hand man. Though Alex has arrived 

as the bearer of bad news for the Schuylers, he can't believe his luck--as an orphan, and a bastard one at that-

-to be in such esteemed company. And when Alex and Eliza meet that fateful night, so begins an epic love 

story that would forever change the course of American history. 

Orphan Monster Spy by Matt Killeen 

Her name is Sarah. She's blonde, blue-eyed, and Jewish in 1939 Germany. And her act of resistance is about 

to change the world. 
 
After her mother is shot at a checkpoint, fifteen-year-old Sarah meets a mysterious man with an ambiguous 

accent, a suspiciously bare apartment, and a lockbox full of weapons. He's part of the secret resistance against 

the Third Reich, and he needs Sarah to hide in plain sight at a school for the daughters of top Nazi brass, 

posing as one of them. If she can befriend the daughter of a key scientist and get invited to her house, she 

might be able to steal the blueprints to a bomb that could destroy the cities of Western Europe. Nothing could 

prepare Sarah for her cutthroat schoolmates, and soon she finds herself in a battle for survival unlike any she'd 

ever imagined. But anyone who underestimates this innocent-seeming girl does so at their peril. She may look 

sweet, but she's the Nazis' worst nightmare. 

Mystery: 

Sadie by Courtney Summers 



A missing girl on a journey of revenge and a Serial--like podcast following the clues she's left behind. Sadie 

hasn't had an easy life. Growing up on her own, she's been raising her sister Mattie in an isolated small town, 

trying her best to provide a normal life and keep their heads above water. But when Mattie is found dead, 

Sadie's entire world crumbles. After a somewhat botched police investigation, Sadie is determined to bring her 

sister's killer to justice and hits the road following a few meager clues to find him. When West McCray--a radio 

personality working on a segment about small, forgotten towns in America--overhears Sadie's story at a local 

gas station, he becomes obsessed with finding the missing girl. He starts his own podcast as he tracks Sadie's 

journey, trying to figure out what happened, hoping to find her before it's too late. Courtney Summers has 

written the breakout book of her career. Sadie is propulsive and harrowing and will keep you riveted until the 

last page. 

Jackaby by William Ritter 

Newly arrived in 1892 New England, Abigail Rook becomes assistant to R. F. Jackaby, an investigator of the 

unexplained with the ability to see supernatural beings, and she helps him delve into a case of serial murder 

which, Jackaby is convinced, is due to a nonhuman creature. 

 

Fantasy: 

The Cruel Prince by Holly Black 

Jude was seven-years-old when her parents were murdered and she and her two sisters were stolen away to 

live in the treacherous High Court of Faerie. Ten years later, Jude wants nothing more than to belong there, 

despite her mortality. But many of the fey despise humans. Especially Prince Cardan, the youngest and 

wickedest son of the High King. To win a place at the Court, she must defy him--and face the consequences. 

 

Science Fiction: 

Nyxia by Scott Reintgen 

Kids endure rigorous competition aboard a spaceship.When Babel Communications invites 10 teens to 

participate in “the most serious space exploration known to mankind,” Emmett signs on. Surely it’s the jackpot: 

they’ll each receive $50,000 every month for life, and Emmett’s mother will get a kidney transplant, otherwise 

impossible for poor people. They head through space toward the planet Eden, where they’ll mine a substance 

called nyxia, “the new black gold.” En route, the corporation forces them into brutal competition with one 

another—fighting, running through violent virtual reality racecourses, and manipulating nyxia, which can 

become almost anything. It even forms language-translating facemasks, allowing Emmett, a black boy from 

Detroit, to communicate with competitors from other countries.   

 

Humor: 

The Absolutely True Story of a Part-time Indian by Alexi Sherman 

Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane 

Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the 

rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 

Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based 

on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's 

art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from 

the life he was destined to live. 



Sports: 

Gym Candy by Carl Deuker 

Mick Johnson works hard for a placement on the varsity team during his freshman year, and decides to use 

steroids in order to hold onto his edge, despite the consequences to his health and social life. 

 

Horror: 

Scowler by Daniel Kraus 

In the midst of a 1981 meteor shower in Iowa, a homicidal maniac escapes from prison and returns to his family 

farm where his 19-year-old son, Ry, must summon three childhood toys--Mr. Furrington, Jesus Christ and 

Scowler--to protect himself, his 11-year-old sister, Sarah, and their mother. 

 

 


