
They Went Left by Monica Hesse 

Germany, 1945. The soldiers who liberated the Gross-Rosen concentration camp said the war was over, but 

nothing feels over to eighteen-year-old Zofia Lederman. Her body has barely begun to heal; her mind feels 

broken. And her life is completely shattered: Three years ago, she and her younger brother, Abek, were the 

only members of their family to be sent to the right, away from the gas chambers of Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

Everyone else--her parents, her grandmother, radiant Aunt Maja--they went left. 

Zofia's last words to her brother were a promise: Abek to Zofia, A to Z. When I find you again, we will fill our 

alphabet. Now her journey to fulfill that vow takes her through Poland and Germany, and into a displaced 

persons camp where everyone she meets is trying to piece together a future from a painful past: Miriam, 

desperately searching for the twin she was separated from after they survived medical experimentation. 

Breine, a former heiress, who now longs only for a simple wedding with her new fiancé. And Josef, who 

guards his past behind a wall of secrets, and is beautiful and strange and magnetic all at once. 

 

But the deeper Zofia digs, the more impossible her search seems. How can she find one boy in a sea of the 

missing? In the rubble of a broken continent, Zofia must delve into a mystery whose answers could break her-

-or help her rebuild her world 

 

Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 

In this very personal work--adapted from the original #1 bestseller, which the New York Times calls "as 

compelling as To Kill a Mockingbird, and in some ways more so"--acclaimed lawyer and social justice 

advocate Bryan Stevenson offers a glimpse into the lives of the wrongfully imprisoned and his efforts to fight 

for their freedom. 

 

Stevenson's story is one of working to protect basic human rights for the most vulnerable people in American 

society--the poor, the wrongly convicted, and those whose lives have been marked by discrimination and 

marginalization. Through this adaptation, young people of today will find themselves called to action and 

compassion in the pursuit of justice. 

 

A portion of the proceeds of this book will go to charity to help in Stevenson's important work to benefit the 

voiceless and the vulnerable as they attempt to navigate the broken U.S. justice system. 

 

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

"Speak up for yourself―we want to know what you have to say." From the first moment of her freshman 

year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is 

friendless―an outcast―because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops, so now nobody will 

talk to her, let alone listen to her. Through her work on an art project, she is finally able to face what really 

happened that night: She was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is still a 

threat to her. With powerful illustrations by Emily Carroll, Laurie Halse Anderson's Speak: The Graphic Novel 

comes alive for new audiences and fans of the classic novel. 

 



Apple:  Skin to the Core by Eric Gansworth 

The term "Apple" is a slur in Native communities across the country. It's for someone supposedly "red on the 

outside, white on the inside." 

 

Eric Gansworth is telling his story in Apple (Skin to the Core). The story of his family, of Onondaga among 

Tuscaroras, of Native folks everywhere. From the horrible legacy of the government boarding schools, to a 

boy watching his siblings leave and return and leave again, to a young man fighting to be an artist who 

balances multiple worlds. 

 

Eric shatters that slur and reclaims it in verse and prose and imagery that truly lives up to the word 

heartbreaking. 

 

Hey Kiddo by Jarrett Krosoczka 

In kindergarten, Jarrett Krosoczka's teacher asks him to draw his family, with a mommy and a daddy. But 

Jarrett's family is much more complicated than that. His mom is an addict, in and out of rehab, and in and out 

of Jarrett's life. His father is a mystery -- Jarrett doesn't know where to find him, or even what his name is. 

Jarrett lives with his grandparents -- two very loud, very loving, very opinionated people who had thought 

they were through with raising children until Jarrett came along. 

 

Jarrett goes through his childhood trying to make his non-normal life as normal as possible, finding a way to 

express himself through drawing even as so little is being said to him about what's going on. Only as a 

teenager can Jarrett begin to piece together the truth of his family, reckoning with his mother and tracking 

down his father. 

The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater 

Every year, Blue Sargent stands next to her clairvoyant mother as the soon-to-be dead walk past. Blue never 

sees them--until this year, when a boy emerges from the dark and speaks to her. 

 

His name is Gansey, a rich student at Aglionby, the local private school. Blue has a policy of staying away from 

Aglionby boys. Known as Raven Boys, they can only mean trouble. 

 

But Blue is drawn to Gansey, in a way she can't entirely explain. He is on a quest that has encompassed three 

other Raven Boys: Adam, the scholarship student who resents the privilege around him; Ronan, the fierce 

soul whose emotions range from anger to despair; and Noah, the taciturn watcher who notices many things 

but says very little. 

 

For as long as she can remember, Blue has been warned that she will cause her true love to die. She doesn't 

believe in true love, and never thought this would be a problem. But as her life becomes caught up in the 

strange and sinister world of the Raven Boys, she's not so sure anymore. 

Everything Sad is Untrue by Daniel Nayeri 

At the front of a middle school classroom in Oklahoma, a boy named Khosrou (whom everyone calls "Daniel") 

stands, trying to tell a story. His story. But no one believes a word he says. To them he is a dark-skinned, 

hairy-armed boy with a big butt whose lunch smells funny; who makes things up and talks about poop too 



much. 

 

But Khosrou's stories, stretching back years, and decades, and centuries, are beautiful, and terrifying, from 

the moment his family fled Iran in the middle of the night with the secret police moments behind them, back 

to the sad, cement refugee camps of Italy.and further back to the fields near the river Aras, where rain-

soaked flowers bled red like the yolk of sunset burst over everything, and further back still to the Jasmine-

scented city of Isfahan. 

 

We bounce between a school bus of kids armed with paper clip missiles and spitballs to the heroines and 

heroes of Khosrou's family's past, who ate pastries that made people weep and cry "Akh, Tamar!" and 

touched carpets woven with precious gems. 

 

Like Scheherazade in a hostile classroom, Daniel weaves a tale to save his own life: to stake his claim to the 

truth. And it is (a true story). 

 


