
Upside Down in the Middle of Nowhere 

Lamana, Julie T. 

Armani Curtis tells the story of the week she turned 10, when Hurricane Katrina came to her birthday party and 

destroyed her world. Over the course of this accomplished debut, Armani grows up far more than anyone 

would wish. She watches family members die and disappear, becomes separated from her mother and 

asthmatic baby brother, and is forced to make huge decisions when she’s left caring for her two younger 

sisters. Some, such as leaving the overcrowded Superdome, are good ones. Others are not, such as when she 

spends days avoiding the protective services worker who finally gets help for her ill sister and connects her with 

surviving family members. 

Artemis Fowl (s) 

Colfer, Eoin 

Twelve-year-old criminal mastermind Artemis Fowl has discovered a world below ground of armed and 

dangerous--and extremely high-tech--fairies. 

He kidnaps one of them, Holly Short, and holds her for ransom in an effort to restore his family's fortune. 

But he may have underestimated the fairies' powers. Is he about to trigger a cross-species war? 

House Arrest 

Holt, K. A. 

Timothy is on probation. It's a strange word--something that happens to other kids, to delinquents, not to kids 

like him. And yet, he is under house arrest for the next year. He must check in weekly with a probation officer 

and a therapist, and keep a journal for an entire year. And mostly, he has to stay out of trouble. But when he 

must take drastic measures to help his struggling family, staying out of trouble proves more difficult than 

Timothy ever thought it would be. By turns, touching and funny, and always original,House Arrest is a 

middlegrade novel in verse about one boy's path to redemption as he navigates life with a sick brother, a 

grieving mother, and one tough probation officer. 
 

New Kid 

Craft, Jerry 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending 

him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its 

academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his 

Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn 

between two worlds--and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture 

while keeping his friends and staying true to himself? 
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Long way down 

Reynolds, Jason 

Or, you can call it a gun. That's what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, 

his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That's 

where Will's now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his 

brother's gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he's after. Or does he? As the 

elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the gun before Will 

took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that's when Will sees that one bullet is 

missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn's gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn't know that Shawn 

had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But Buck's in the elevator? Just as Will's trying 

to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead 

Buck's cigarette. Will doesn't know her, but she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had 

cut through the playground, and Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to 

know, on that fifth floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his 

jeans, MISSES. 
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Small spaces 

Katherine Arden. 

After suffering a tragic loss, eleven-year-old Ollie only finds solace in books. So when she happens upon a 

crazed woman at the river threatening to throw a book into the water, Ollie doesn't think--she just acts, 

stealing the book and running away. As she begins to read the slender volume, Ollie discovers a chilling story 

about a girl named Beth, the two brothers who both loved her, and a peculiar deal made with "the smiling 

man," a sinister specter who grants your most tightly held wish, but only for the ultimate 

Harbor Me 

Woodson, Jacqueline 

It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat--by themselves, with no adults to listen in. There, in 

the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A Room to Talk"), they discover it's safe to talk about 

what's bothering them--everything from Esteban's father's deportation and Haley's father's incarceration to 

Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's adjustment to his changing family fortunes. When the six are 

together, they can express the feelings and fears they have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, 

they can grow braver and more ready for the rest of their lives. 

The Turnover 
Lupica, Mike 

Gramps is Lucas’s hero, which is second only to the fact that he is also Lucas’s basketball coach. Gramps 

coached the team to victory in the championships last year, and when he decides to come out of retirement 

to coach another season, Lucas is thrilled. This season will absolutely be the greatest yet. 
So when his English teacher challenges the class to write a biography of the person they most admire, Lucas 

can’t think of anyone he’d rather write about. 
Except...Gramps is being cagey. He avoids every question Lucas asks, and gets angry every time Lucas brings 

up his past as a hotshot basketball player. Lucas can’t help but wonder—is there something Gramps is trying 

to hide? And if there is, will Lucas be prepared to face the truth about the man he thought he knew? 

Zom-b 
Shan, Darren 

B, an 11-year-old antihero living in Britain. B’s gang of hooligans are going about their routine—cursing, 

stealing, fighting, drinking, and haranguing the weak—when news reports filter in about a zombie outbreak in 

Ireland. Despite grainy video clips, no one is sure if these are hoaxes or the real deal. 

Remarkables 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson 

One minute they’re there: laughing and having fun at the house next door. The next minute, the teens are 

gone. Like magic. Marin can’t believe her eyes. Who are they? Can anyone else see them? What makes them 

so happy? 
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Marin is lonely in this new town of hers and eager to figure out more. Then she meets Charley, who reveals 

that he knows about them, too. 

He calls them the “Remarkables.” Charley warns her to stay away from the Remarkables―and him. Charley 

and Marin both have painful secrets they’re holding on to, but could solving the mystery of the Remarkables 

help them both? 

My Cousin's Keeper 

French, Simon 

Eleven-year-old Kieran wants to be part of the "in" group at school. He wants to be on the soccer team. He 

wants to fit in. But then his weird cousin Bon turns up, both at school and at home. Bon knows nothing about 

fitting in, with his long blond braid, babyish hand-knit hat, and funny, precise voice. Bon doesn't play sports, 

and he likes to draw imaginary maps with stories about "Bon the Crusader" and "Kieran the Brave." He's an 

easy target for teasing, and Kieran has little patience for him. Even more irritating, Bon's only friend is the other 

new kid, a cool girl named Julia who wears cowboy boots and has a confidence that fascinates Kieran. What 

could she and Bon possibly have in common? With unflinching honesty, My Cousin's Keeper takes on 

childhood jealousy, family secrets, and unexpected kindness. 

Hoodoo 
Smith, Ronald L. 

Twelve-year-old Hoodoo Hatcher was born into a family with a rich tradition of practicing folk magic: hoodoo, 

as most people call it. But even though his name is Hoodoo, he can't seem to cast a simple spell.   

Then a mysterious man called the Stranger comes to town, and Hoodoo starts dreaming of the dead rising 

from their graves. Even worse, he soon learns the Stranger is looking for a boy. Not just any boy. A boy 

named Hoodoo. The entire town is at risk from the Stranger’s black magic, and only Hoodoo can defeat him. 

He’ll just need to learn how to conjure first.   
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