
Tigers, Not Daughters by Samantha Mabry 

The Torres sisters dream of escape. Escape from their needy and despotic widowed father, and from their 

San Antonio neighborhood, full of old San Antonio families and all the traditions and expectations that go 

along with them. In the summer after her senior year of high school, Ana, the oldest sister, falls to her death 

from her bedroom window. A year later, her three younger sisters, Jessica, Iridian, and Rosa, are still 

consumed by grief and haunted by their sister’s memory. Their dream of leaving Southtown now seems out 

of reach. But then strange things start happening around the house: mysterious laughter, mysterious 

shadows, mysterious writing on the walls. The sisters begin to wonder if Ana really is haunting them, trying to 

send them a message—and what exactly she’s trying to say. 

   

The Good War by Todd Strasser 

There's a new afterschool club at Ironville Middle School. 

 

Ms. Peterson is starting a video game club where the students will playing The Good War, a new game based 

on World War II. 

 

They are divided into two teams: Axis and Allies, and they will be simulating a war they know nothing about 

yet. Only one team will win. But what starts out as friendly competition, takes an unexpected turn for the 

worst when an one player takes the game too far. 

 

Can an afterschool club change the way the students see eachother...and how they see the world? 

 

When Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson 

Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee camp in Kenya. 

Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, and without access to the medical care Omar knows his 

nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the opportunity to go to school, he knows it might be a chance 

to change their future . . . but it would also mean leaving his brother, the only family member he has left, 

every day. 

 

Heartbreak, hope, and gentle humor exist together in this graphic novel about a childhood spent waiting, and 

a young man who is able to create a sense of family and home in the most difficult of settings. It's an 

intimate, important, unforgettable look at the day-to-day life of a refugee, as told to New York Times 

Bestselling author/artist Victoria Jamieson by Omar Mohamed, the Somali man who lived the story. 

 

Alone by Megan E. Freeman 

When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret sleepover with her two best friends, she ends 

up waking up to a nightmare. She’s alone—left behind in a town that has been mysteriously evacuated and 

abandoned. 

 

With no one to rely on, no power, and no working phone lines or internet access, Maddie slowly learns to 

survive on her own. Her only companions are a Rottweiler named George and all the books she can read. 



After a rough start, Maddie learns to trust her own ingenuity and invents clever ways to survive in a place 

that has been deserted and forgotten. 

 

As months pass, she escapes natural disasters, looters, and wild animals. But Maddie’s most formidable 

enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces every day. Can Maddie’s stubborn will to survive carry her through 

the most frightening experience of her life? 

 

The Circus of Stolen Dreams by Lorelei Savaryn 

After Andrea's brother, Francis, disappeared, everything changed. Her world turned upside down, and there 

was nothing she could do to right it. So when she discovers a magical dream world called Reverie in the 

woods near her home, Andrea jumps at the chance to escape her pain and go inside. But the cost of 

admission is high: Andrea must give up a memory in order to enter. And she knows exactly which memory 

she'd like to give up. 

 

Once inside, Andrea discovers tent after tent of dreams come alive; she can fly on a gust of wind, brave 

swashbuckling pirates and search for buried treasure, reach for--and wish on--a tangible star, and much, 

much more. But Andrea soon realizes that not all of Reverie's dreams are meant to delight, and the Sandman 

behind the circus tents seems to have plans of his own. When Andrea finds a tent in which her brother's 

darkest nightmare has been brought to life, she realizes the dark truth: Reverie is not an escape; it's a trap. 

 

Will Andrea and her new friend Penny have what it takes to find Francis, figure out what's really going on in 

Reverie, and break free from this nightmarish dream world? 
 

The Crossover: Graphic Novel Version by Kwame Alexander 

“With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . . The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. 

’Cuz tonight I’m delivering,” raps twelve-year-old Josh Bell. Thanks to their dad, he and his twin brother, 

Jordan, are kings on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood—he’s got mad beats, too, 

which help him find his rhythm when it’s all on the line. 

  

See the Bell family in a whole new light through Dawud Anyabwile’s dynamic illustrations as the brothers’ 

winning season unfolds, and the world as they know it begins to change. 


