
Show me a Sign by Ann Claire La Zotte 

Mary Lambert has always felt safe and protected on her beloved island of Martha's Vineyard. Her great-

great-grandfather was an early English settler and the first deaf islander. Now, over a hundred years 

later, many people there -- including Mary -- are deaf, and nearly everyone can communicate in sign 

language. Mary has never felt isolated. She is proud of her lineage. 

But recent events have delivered winds of change. Mary's brother died, leaving her family shattered. 

Tensions over land disputes are mounting between English settlers and the Wampanoag people. And a 

cunning young scientist has arrived, hoping to discover the origin of the island's prevalent deafness. His 

maniacal drive to find answers soon renders Mary a "live specimen" in a cruel experiment. Her struggle 

to save herself is at the core of this penetrating and poignant novel that probes our perceptions of 

ability and disability. 

 

Mary’s Monster by Lita Judge 

Pairing free verse with over three hundred pages of black-and-white watercolor illustrations, Mary’s Monster 

is a unique and stunning biography of Mary Shelley, the pregnant teenage runaway who became one of the 

greatest authors of all time. 

Legend is correct that Mary Shelley began penning Frankenstein in answer to a dare to write a ghost story. 

What most people don't know, however, is that the seeds of her novel had been planted long before that 

night. By age nineteen, she had been disowned by her family, was living in scandal with a married man, and 

had lost her baby daughter just days after her birth. Mary poured her grief, pain, and passion into the 

powerful book still revered two hundred years later, and in Mary's Monster, author/illustrator Lita Judge has 

poured her own passion into a gorgeous book that pays tribute to the life of this incredible author. 

 

How we got to the Moon by John Rocco 

Everyone knows of Neil Armstrong's famous first steps on the moon. But what did it really take to get us 

there? 

 

The Moon landing is one of the most ambitious, thrilling, and dangerous ventures in human history. This 

exquisitely researched and illustrated book tells the stories of the 400,000 unsung heroes--the engineers, 

mathematicians, seamstresses, welders, and factory workers--and their innovations and life-changing 

technological leaps forward that allowed NASA to achieve this unparalleled accomplishment. 

 

From the shocking launch of the Russian satellite Sputnik to the triumphant splashdown of Apollo 11, 

Caldecott Honor winner John Rocco answers every possible question about this world-altering mission. Each 

challenging step in the space race is revealed, examined, and displayed through stunning diagrams, 

experiments, moments of crisis, and unforgettable human stories. 

 

Explorers of all ages will want to pore over every page in this comprehensive chronicle detailing the grandest 

human adventure of all time! 

 



Contagion by Erin Bowman 

After receiving a distress call from a drill team on a distant planet, a skeleton crew is sent into deep space to 

perform a standard search-and-rescue mission. 

When they arrive, they find the planet littered with the remains of the project—including its members’ dead 

bodies. As they try to piece together what could have possibly decimated an entire project, they discover that 

some things are best left buried—and some monsters are only too ready to awaken. 

 

The Selection by Keira Cass 

Prepare to be swept into a world of breathless fairy-tale romance, swoonworthy characters, glittering gowns, 

and fierce intrigue perfect for readers who loved Divergent, Delirium, or The Wrath & the Dawn. 

For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to escape a rigid caste system, 

live in a palace, and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon. But for America Singer, being Selected 

is a nightmare. It means turning her back on her secret love with Aspen, who is a caste below her, and 

competing for a crown she doesn’t want. 

Then America meets Prince Maxon—and realizes that the life she’s always dreamed of may not compare to a 

future she never imagined. 

 

Dear Martin by Nic Stone 

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a friend—but none of that 

matters to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, 

he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. 

 

Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He 

starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. 

 
Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned 

up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and 

Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack. 

 

Almost American Girl by Robin Ha 

For as long as she can remember, it’s been Robin and her mom against the world. Growing up as the only 

child of a single mother in Seoul, Korea, wasn’t always easy, but it has bonded them fiercely together. 

So when a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville, Alabama, unexpectedly becomes a permanent relocation—

following her mother’s announcement that she’s getting married—Robin is devastated. 

Overnight, her life changes. She is dropped into a new school where she doesn’t understand the language 

and struggles to keep up. She is completely cut off from her friends in Seoul and has no access to her beloved 

comics. At home, she doesn’t fit in with her new stepfamily, and worst of all, she is furious with the one 

person she is closest to—her mother. 



Then one day Robin’s mother enrolls her in a local comic drawing class, which opens the window to a future 

Robin could never have imagined. 

 

Fear Street:  The Perfect Date by RL Stine 

After his girlfriend's gruesome death one year ago, Brady is finally ready to get on with his life. He's met 

Rosha and he's fallen hard. 
But he's also fallen into trouble. Terrible accidents seem to happen whenever Rosha's around. And a strange 

figure with a scarred face is following Brady everywhere he goes. 

Is Rosha really Brady's dream girl? Or has she brought his worst nightmare back to life? 

These stories follow the not so quaint town of Shadyside, OH. 

 

Efren Divided by Ernesto Ciseneros 

Efrén Nava’s Amá is his Superwoman—or Soperwoman, named after the delicious Mexican sopes his mother 

often prepares. Both Amá and Apá work hard all day to provide for the family, making sure Efrén and his 

younger siblings Max and Mía feel safe and loved. 

But Efrén worries about his parents; although he’s American-born, his parents are undocumented. His worst 

nightmare comes true one day when Amá doesn’t return from work and is deported across the border to 

Tijuana, México. 

Now more than ever, Efrén must channel his inner Soperboy to help take care of and try to reunite his family. 

 


